
 
Grapevine Middle School 

FAQ for 8th grade 4 Year Plans 
 

● Will this presentation be shared with the parents or sent out or posted ? This presentation will be sent out 
along with other resources. 
  

● Are parents going to be involved when the counselor is interviewing or working on a plan with the 
students?  We want parents to be involved!  Please sit down with your student and look through all of the 
information that we have shared with you.  This will allow you and your student to be prepared for our meeting.  
 

● If a student is learning remotely, can I join my student with the middle school counselors? If your 
student is remote learning then you can join in on the Webex.  All of these meetings will happen during the 
school day.  We will not meet with students after 3:30pm.  We hope that you and your student have discussed 
core classes, electives, and endorsements before we meet. 
 

● Are students rushed to making decisions on what classes to take or are they given enough time for 
councilors to answer all their questions and quarries? Students are not rushed to make decisions. 
Counselors will spend time with each student talking through choices.  Students are also encouraged to look at 
the High School Course Descriptions document so that students can get familiar with all available choices in 
high school. 
 

● When you meet with students in January, will the parent be present or no? Parents are not present when 
high school counselors meet with students in January and February. 
 

● Should I take the same level of classes in high school that I did in middle school? PAP is more difficult in 
high school than in middle school. Middle school teachers are a good source for advising what level is best. 
 

● What do I do if my child doesn't get the class they want, and capacity is reached full?  Students select 
“alternate” electives and if first choice classes are full, then students will be placed in their “alternate” choices. 
 

● How many courses will students need to put in their que? Students will put in their 4 core classes plus an 
additional 4 courses for each semester. 
 

● How far into the school year can we change our electives if we don't like it? How can I find out when 
these time frames are and get the information? In the spring, students request courses.  That information is 
taken to campus administration and the master schedule is created.  In May there will be a window to request 
a change to an elective.  After that time no changes will be made to electives.  
 

● Is it true that there are A and B days at GHS and CHHS, what will the schedule look like? Yes, both high 
schools are on a modified block schedule – students will go to periods 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8 on A Days and periods 
1, 5, 6, 7, and 8 and B Days.  You can find additional details of this schedule on the CHHS website. 
 

● Can you talk about testing out of foreign languages and what are the deadlines and dates of the tests? 
Students may test out of high school classes taking a Credit By Exam (CBE) Test in our GCISD Testing Office 
– available tests and deadlines for testing dates are posted on the district website. Credit by Exam Website 
 

● How and when can a student test out of subjects like health or speech? Students may test out of high 
school classes taking a Credit By Exam (CBE) Test in our GCISD Testing Office – available tests and 
deadlines for testing dates are posted on the district website. 

https://www.gcisd.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=96313&pageId=195701


● Do the kids who have taken dual/Spanish have high school credits for Spanish I, II, III, and IV or just the 
three years? Yes they will receive Spanish I, II, III and IV credit. 
 

● If a student has been in dual since 1st grade, are there 4 unique courses that they can continue to take 
Spanish in H.S.? If so what are they? 9th grader: Spanish Culture and Linguistics.  10th grade: AP Spanish 
V.  11th grade: AP Capstone (Seminar).  12th grade: AP Seminar (Research). 
 

● Do high school credit classes taken in middle school count toward GPA? The student will receive credit 
for the class but it will but it will not calculate into his/her GPA.  
 

● Can a student take 2 fine arts programs during freshman year? Yes they can. 
 

● If our student has multiple topics of interest (business/health/science) can the students explore it all? 
Students can take multiple topics of interest.  However they can only take the Principle classes 9th and 10th 
grade year.  Keep in mind these courses could conflict depending on when the class is offered and how many 
sections.  Make sure you have alternate electives!  
 

● This year at GHS, how many sections of STEM English I, English I PAP, and English I GT PAP? Just 
thinking of scheduling flexibility. There is  more than 1 section of each class listed.  The number of sections 
depends on how many students request the course.  
 

● Can you please discuss the CTE Pathways?  GCISD offers numerous pathways for our students.  Please 
use this link to check out all of the CTE pathways.  Use this link to see the Course Selection Guide with all of 
the course descriptions. 
 

● Do the kids have makeup opportunities for low grades? This is up to teacher discretion. You will need to 
speak with individual teachers to learn their late/makeup work policy. 
 

● What are the college acceptance requirements for state schools these days. I recall it was top 10% get 
admission. How has that changed?  Most, in Texas, automatically accept the top 10% but, it could change. 
UT Austin’s requirement is top 6%. Doesn’t apply to private schools.  This will look differently for out of state 
colleges/universities. 
 

● Do they offer gifted and talented classes at GHS if I don't make it into Aspire? Both CHHS & GHS offer 
ASPIRE & GT. But, it can limit elective choices due to fewer number of sections for ASPIRE and GT.  
 

● What is the difference between AP and GT classes? The Advanced Placement is a program run by the 
College Board (the makers of the SAT) that allows students to take special high school courses that can earn 
students college credit and/or qualify you for more advanced classes when you begin college – if scores on the 
AP Test(s) are acceptable by the receiving college.  Each college has their own criteria for AP test scores in 
regards to if they will award credit or not.  Please check with colleges that your student is interested in 
attending to find out what their requirements regarding their acceptance of AP test scores.  GT classes are 
designed to meet the unique learning needs of students who have been identified as a gifted and talented 
learner and may only be taken by students who qualify to take GT classes. 
 

● Why are there only two years of STEM at CHHS compared to 4 year at GHS? CHHS is still integrating 
STEM on their campus. A new level is added each year until it reaches 12th grade level. 
 

● With Aspire Academy at GHS, that would bring some of the top students that would otherwise be going 
to CHHS. It seems that this would skew the top 6%, top 10%. Are Aspire Academy students considered 
as a separate group or part of the high school as a whole? Aspire is offered at both campuses.  Aspire 
students are considered as part of the whole student body, they are not separate. 

https://sites.google.com/gcisd.net/gcisdctecsg/gcisd-career-and-technical-education
https://sites.google.com/gcisd.net/courseselectionguide2020-21


● Are ASPIRE classes harder than regular AP classes? Aspire AP classes are designed to build on the work 
that students did in their previous Aspireclasses, so work in an AspireAP class may be compacted or have 
fewer repetitions than the work in a non-Aspire AP class. The curriculum is also designed to include the gifted 
standards required by our State Plan for Gifted Education and NAGC. AP alone does not meet gifted 
standards. 
 

● Can a GPA go above 4.0? Yes. A GPA can go above a 4.0 when using the Ranking Weighted 4.0 Transcript 
and the Cumulative Weighted 4.0 Transcript. If a transcript is indicated as "Weighted" it means that the 
additional points are given for the PAP or AP semester grades to calculate the student's GPA. However, we do 
have a 3rd transcript that is called the Cumulative Unweighted 4.0 Transcript. The GPA on this Cumulative 
Unweighted Transcript will never go above a 4.0 because every semester grade is given their GPA points 
based on the 4.0 or on level scale. This makes all courses equal in weight no matter which level is taken. It is 
important to note that many colleges and universities will base their scholarships given on their own GPA 
calculations. Some will add additional weight for PAP and AP classes, others will not. In cases like these, the 
colleges actually recalculate each student's GPA based on the courses they select and the scale the school 
uses. You can find this information out by either looking at the specific college or university website or by 
calling their admissions or financial aid office. 
 

● When does the grade count toward GPA? GPA’s are calculated at the end of each semester of high school. 
 

● What classes count in a student’s GPA? Core classes(math, science, social studies, English), LOTE 
(language other than english) & AP electives go into the Ranking GPA calculation.  Cumulative GPA 
calculation takes into account all courses taken as a high school student (with the exceptions stated in the 
presentation) 
 

● Students who only completed dual Spanish in elementary school & then Spanish 2 in 6th grade do they 
still get their required 2 credits for a foreign language? Yes 
 

● How many credits are required of PE or Athletics? One high school credit  Do students select a 
particular sport to participate in and do so only during that particular sport's season? There are many 
different “varieties” of PE classes offered. Students in Athletics are in that class for a full year. If the sport is not 
“in season” they participate in overall conditioning. 
 

● Can I play a sport and be in band? It’s very difficult. It has to be worked out between the coaches and band 
director. 
 

● Does marching band count as a PE and a fine art credit? Yes. Two years of band counts as one Fine Art 
credit & one PE credit. Marching band in the fall  counts as PE credit & the spring concert season counts as 
Fine Art credit. 
 

● Does GCISD high schools have karate? No.  However, if you are already taking Karate at a certain facility 
you can apply for Off Campus PE.  
 

● If your child tries out for a sport and doesn't make the team, what happens? The student will work with 
his/her counselor on the schedule.  Students may stay in the sport and participate in conditioning or move to 
another PE class.  
 

● If my child doesn't want to try out for a team, is PE the only other option? There are options to PE such 
as: Dance I, Outdoor Education, Marching  Band, etc. 
 



● What sports are there? Football, volleyball, baseball, basketball, wrestling, softball, tennis, swim, diving, 
cross country, and so many more.  Track is not an athletic period.  The list of sports are listed on the course 
sheet. 
 

● For soccer in high school, do they start in fall and continue it into the spring all year long? Yes. For 
student’s in one sport, it's a full year commitment. 
 

● Can I be in two sports? You can not have two periods a day with sports.  However, as an example you could 
have football in the Fall and baseball in the Spring.  
 

● Do sports begin in 9th grade? Yes, students can begin playing sports in 9th grade through the end of high 
school. 
 

● Do you try out for sports teams before starting 9th grade? It depends on the sport, several sports require 
tryouts and others do not.  You will need to contact the coach for the specific sport to find out if there are 
tryouts and when tryouts will take place.  
 

● Can I attend Collegiate Academy & be in STEM?  The short answer is no, but it's more complicated than 
that. Our students at Collegiate Academy have more opportunities for higher level math/science classes than 
any school in the district due to the college math classes only lasting a semester rather than the full year that 
they take at GHS/CHHS. For example we have a freshman student right now that will be taking Pre-Cal in the 
spring, and then over the following six semesters until graduation she will take six additional math classes 
going far beyond Calculus III. 
 

● For collegiate academy, how does that play into college application? (For example, top performers in 
4-year high school are automatically accepted into college. How does that work for collegiate 
academy?) For the purpose of applying to colleges our students apply the same way a student would at GHS 
or CHHS. That means that the top 6% of our students are still auto-admitted to UT or A&M like they would be 
at any other high school! 
 

● How well do the credits from CA get accepted by colleges? Definitely depends on the college but for the 
most part they're accepted with consistency (even out of state). Obviously things like Tx. Government don't 
particularly matter if you're going to Kansas State University. However we work with our juniors and seniors to 
ensure that the electives they're taking not only will transfer to their school of choice but will transfer into their 
major rather than simply as electives. 
 

● I want to know more about Collegiate academy. Where can I find more info and who can I talk to at 
Collegiate Academy. Please contact Riley Cavanagh for more information (riley.cavanagh@gcisd.net or 
817-515-6775)  Collegiate Academy Website.  
 

● Based on historical data, do students who go to Collegiate Academy have better chances of getting 
into a good university?  It's hard to answer that question because it is kind of subjective on what qualifies as 
a good university... Our students have gotten into Cal Tech and Ivy League schools as well as the local 
prestigious schools like UT Austin and Texas A&M. It’s hard to say if those are good universities but what I can 
say is that  

1. Across our three graduating classes thus far, over 90% of them have gone on to a four year college. 
2. Our graduating classes have earned on average around $6 million in scholarships which is about ½ as 

much as the comprehensive high schools with about ¼ to a ⅕ of the student population. 
3. Our students graduate from those colleges faster than their peers due in part to the number of hours 

they come in with, but also due to the fact that they UNDERSTAND how to take college classes and the 
learning curve for them is drastically reduced. 

mailto:riley.cavanagh@gcisd.net
https://ca.gcisd.net/


● How does Collegiate Academy work for those who also play school sports?  If students attend Collegiate 
Academy, they will not be attending one of the traditional high schools.  Sports at Collegiate Academy is similar 
to intramural sports; everyone can play who wants to play – and Collegiate Academy competes against other 
early college high schools in our area. 

 


